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STANDING RULES 


FOR THE GOVERNMENT 


oF THE 


CONVENTION OF TEXAS. 


ASSEMBLED AT AUSTIN, 


July 4, 1845, 


City of Austin, Dec. 14th, 1845, 
To Mr. J. W. Cruger, 
Printer ofthe Debates ofthe Convention : 
Sir—From an unintentional omission in the Journals ofthe Con- 
vention, of the Report Made by Hon. H. J. Jewett, Chairman ‚of 
the Committee appointed to draft “Standing Rules” for the govern- 
ment of the Convention in its deliberations; I herewith enclose to you 
a copy of the said Rules, as amended and adopted by that body, with 
the request that you will publish and append the same to the volume 
of Debates. Ideem this proper and necessary, from the fact that some 
interesting discussion arose upon points of order; as well as to perfect 
the publishing the entire proceedings of the Convention. 
I am, with high respect, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
JAS. H. RAYMOND, 
Secretary of the Convention. 


RULES, &e. 


THE DUTY OFTHE PRESIDENT. 


i. Heshall take the chair every day at the hour to which the Con- 
vention shall have adjourned on its last session day; shall immediately 
call the members to order, and, on the appearance of a quorum, shall 
cause the journal of the preceding day to be read, to the end that any 
mistake may be corrected that shall have been made in the entries, 

2. He shall preserve order and decorum; may speak to points of 
order in preference to the members, and shall decide questions of order, 
subject to an appeal to the Convention by any two members, on which 
appeal no,member shall speak more than once, unless by leave of the 
Convention. 

3. The President shall have the right’to examine and correct the 
journal before it is’read,; he shall have a general direction of the hall; 
he shall have the right to name any member to perform the duties of 
the Chair, but such substitution shall not extend beyond an adjourn- 
ment. 

4. When a question has been put, if the President doubts, or a divis- 
ion be called for,the Convention shall divide; those in the affirmative 
of the question shall rise from their seats, and afterwards those in the 
negative. The President shall then state the decision ofthe Conven- 
tion. 

5. All committees shall be appointed by the President, unless oth- 
erwise specially directed by the Convention, in which case they shall 
be appointed by a viva voce vote of the Convention; and if, upon such 
vote, the number required shall not be elected by a majority of the vote 
given, the Convention shall proceed to vote until a majority be obtained, 

6. In case of any disturbance or disorderly conduct in the gallery 
or lobby, the President (or ¿Chairman of the Committee of the whole 
Convention) shall have the power to order the same to be cleared. 

7. No person shall be admitted within the bar, but the members 
and officers of the Convention, officers of the government of the Repub- 
lic, members and ex-members of Congress, and such other persons as 
the President or any member may think proper to invite, 
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THE DUTY OF THE SECRETARY. 
8. The Secretary oftbe Convention shall continue in office until 


another be appointed. He shall enter in the journals all motions on 
which a vote of the Convention shall have been taken. 


THL DUTY OF THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS AND DOOR. 
i KEEPER. 


9. lt shall be the duty of the Sergeant-at- Arms and Door-Keeper to 
attend the Convention during its sittings, and to attend the Committees 
during their sessions. 

10. lt shall be the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms to execute the com. 
mands of the Convention from time to time, together with all such pro: 
cess issued by authority thereof, as shall be directed to him by the 
President. 


ORDER OF THE BUSINESS OF THE DAY. 


11. As soon as the journal is read and adopted, the President shall 
call for petitions; then for reports, first from the standing, then frota 
select committees; and after the same shall have been disposed of, reso: 
lutions shall be in order. 

12. After petitions, reports from committees and resolutions have 
been disposed of, it shall be in order to entertain a motion that the Con- 
vention de now proceed to the orders of the day, which being decided 
ja the affirmative, the President shall proceed to call the same. 


OF DECORUM AND DEBATE. 


13. When any member is about to speak in debate, or deliver any 
matter to the Convention, he shall rise from his seat and respectiully 
address himself to the President. 

14. Ifany member, in speaking, or otherwise, transgresses the rule 
of the Convention, the President shall, or any member may, call Him 
to order, in which case, the member so called to order shall immedi- 
ately sit down, unless permitted to explain; and the Convention 'shall, 
if appealed to, decide on the case, but without debate; if there be no 
appeal, the decision of the chair shall be submitted to; if the decision be 
in favor of the member called to order, he shall be at liberty to proceed; 
if otherwise, and the case require it, he shall be liable to the censure of 
the Convention. i 

.15. When two or mare members happen to rise at once, the Prest- 
dent shall name the person who is first to speak. 

16. No member shall speak more than twice on the same subject, 
without leave of the Convention, nor more than once, until every mem- 
ber, ehoosing to speak, shall have spoken, 

17. Whilst the President is putting any question, or addressing the 
Convention, gone shall walk out of, or across the hall, nor in such ease, 
or when a member is speaking, shall pass between him and the char. 
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i8. No member shali be permitted to vote in any case where he 
was not present when the question was put, unless leave be granted him 
by the Convention. 
"19. Upon a division and count of the Convention upon any ques- 
tion, no member without the bar shall be counted. r 

20. Every member who shall be in the Convention when a ques: 
tion is put shall give his vote, unless the Convention, for special rea- 
sons, shall excuse him. 

21. When the ayes and noes shall be called for by three of the 
members present, each member called upon shall, unless for special 
reasons he be excused by a vote of two-thirds of the members present, 
declare openly and without debate his assent or. dissent to the question. 
In taking the ayes and noes, and upon the call of the House, the names 
of the members shall be called alphabetically, 

22. A call of the Convention may be made and sustained by ten 
members until the House be full, when the call shall be suspended 
without a motion. e. 

23. When the ayesand noes shall be taken on any question, no mem- 
ber shall be permitted to vote after the decision shall bave been an- 
nounced from the chair, without leave of two-thirds of the members 
present, 

24. Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if the President or 
any member desire it. a 

23. When a motion is mide and seconded, it shall be stated by the 
President, or being in writing, it shall be handed to the Secretary and 
read aloud by him, before debated, 

26. After a motion is stated by the President or read by the Secre- 
tary, it shall be deemed to be in possession of the Convention, but may 
be withdrawn at any time beforea decision or amendment, 

27. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received 
but to adjourn, to lay on the table, to commit or amend, for the previous 
question, to postpone to a day certain, to postpone indefinitely, which 
several motions shail have precedence in the order io which they are 
arranged, and the motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall 
be decided without debate, 


28. In filling up blanks, the largest sum, longest time ighe 
est number shall be first put. ‘i i cia 

29. The previous question shall be in this form—" Shall the 
main question now be put?” - lt shall be only admitted when demand- 
ed bya majority of the members present, and until it is decided, shall 
preclude all amendments and further debate on the main question. 

30. Ona previous question there shall be no debate. 

31. Any member may call for a division of the question when the 
sense will admit of it. 

32. No new motion or proposition on a subject different from that 
under consideration shall be admitted under color of amendment, or as 
‘a substitute for the motion or proposition under debate. 
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33: When a motion has once been made or carried in the affirma- 
tive or negative, it shall be in order for any member of the majority to 
move for the reconsideration, provided it shall be made on the same 
day, or the next sitting day before the order of the day is taken- up, 
But this rule shall not apply to articles and provisions of the Constitu- 
uon which may have been adopted, but the same shall be subject to re- 
consideration alter two days’ notice being given therefor. | 

34, When the reading of a paper is called for, and the same is ob. 
jected to by any member, it shall be determined by a vote of the Con- 
vention, 

35. Any ten members shall be authorized to compel the attendance 
of absent members. i 

36. No member shall absent himself {rom the service of the Con- 
vention unless he have leave, or be sick and not able to attend 

37. In order to insure the punctual attendance of members, a call 
shall take place at the commencement of every dag’s sitting by the 
Secretary, who shall note the absentees, but shall remove the notes from 
the names of such members as appear in the course of that day’s sitting, 

38. No standing rule or order of the Convention shall be rescinded 
without one day's notice being given of the motion thereof, nor in any 
case be suspended or dispensed with, without the concurrence of two- 
thirds of the members present. 

39. Every member addressing the Convention shall confine himself 
to the question under debate. 

40, Every resolution shall lie on the table one day for consideration, 
unless the rule be suspended. 

41, Every article of the Constitutian shall be read on three several 
‚days, unless the rule be suspended. and on the third reading of an arti- 
cle it shall not be amended, exeept by a vote of two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present. - 

42, Any member of the Convention may protest against the pas: 
sage of any artiele, and may have his protest spread upon the journals, 
provided it is in respectful language, 

43. Reports of committees shall be read and laid on the fable, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 


44, In forming a committee of the whole, the President shall leave 
his chair,and appointa chairman to preside in committee, | 

35, The Secretary shall be required to keep a separate journal of 
the proceedings in committee of the whole, i 

46. The rules of the Convention, so far as applicable, shall be ob- 
served in committee of the whole. y l 

47. In all cases to which the above rules do not apply, Jeffersons 
Manual shall govern the Convention, ; 
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